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Deduction of taxes in disgust, that the Landlord was under the necessity
^Tinforming the Gentlemen, who composed the meeting of the twentieth
oTAugust, and who proposed holding another meeting, that he could not
receive them.
What was only hinted at in the Address and Declaration, respecting
taxes and principles of Government, will be found reduced to a regular
system in this work. But as Mr. Pitt's speech contains some of the same
things respecting taxes, I now come to give the circumstances before al-
luded to.
The case is: This work was intended to be published just before the
meeting of Parliament, and for that purpose a considerable part of the
copy was put into the printer's hands in September, and all the remain-
ing copy, as far as page 273, which contains the parts to which Mr. Pitt's
speech is similar, was given to him full six weeks before the meeting of
Parliament, and he was informed of the time at which it was to appear,
He had composed nearly the whole about a fortnight before the time of
Parliament meeting, and had printed as far as page 241, and had given
me a proof of the next sheet, up to page 251. It was then in sufficient for-
wardness to be out at the time proposed, as two other sheets were ready
for striking off. I had before told him, that if he thought he should be
straitened for time, I would get part of the work done at another press,
which he desired me not to do. In this n\anner, the work stood on the
Tuesday fortnight preceding the meeting of Parliament, when all at once,
without any previous intimation, though I had been with him the evening
before, he sent me, by one of his workmen, all the remaining copy, from
pf^ge 241, declining to go on with the work on any consideration.
To account for this extraordinary conduct I was totally at a loss, as
Sg stopped at the part where the arguments on systems and principles of
Government closed, and where the plan for the reduction of taxes, the
education of children, and the support of the poor and the aged begins;
and still more especially, as he had, at the time of his beginning to print,
and before he had seen the whple copy, offered a thousand pounds for the
copy-right, together with the future copy-right of the former part of the
Rights of Man. I told the person who brought me this offer that I should
not accept it, and wished it not to be renewed, giving him as my- reason,
that though I believed the printer to be an honest man, I would never put
it in the power of any printer or publisher to suppress or alter a work of
Xpine, by making him master of the copy, or give to him the right of sell-
$ftg it to any minister, or to any other person, or to treat as a mere matter
"oTtraffic that which I intended should operate as a principle.